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Story Retelling – Core Word Fun 
 

Just the Big Ideas, Ma’am 
      
WHAT:  Story retelling is a powerful strategy to support language and literacy.  This 
tip describes how a smart partner can use a student’s AAC device to summarize 
story parts.   
 
WHY RETELL STORIES USING CORE LANGUAGE:   This approach can help 
students: 
• Learn the big ideas in a passage  
• Observe how simple vocabulary, including primarily core language, can be used 
for story retelling 
• See consistent models of core language, helping them learn where to find key 
words 
 
HOW TO RETELL STORIES USING CORE 
LANGUAGE: 

1)  Think ‘What is the big idea in this 
passage?’ 

2) Summarize that big idea using short 
sentences, and kid-friendly language 

3) Remember to use mostly core – this will 
be quicker, and will support core 
learning 

4) Speak all words, but model only core 
5) Sample for the passage to the right 

 
 
 
 

HE WANTs to HELP her 

THEY GO FAST 
IN WATER 

THEY EAT 
AT NIGHT 

National Geographic Readers:  Bats 

Sharks & Dolphins:  A Compare-Contrast Book 
by Kevin Kurtz / Epic Books 

 


